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world differs in many ways from life here on earth.
There is no old age, only increasing intelligence
and wisdom and usefulness. And so the State of
early manhood and womanhood is never passed.
'That I might know for certain that it is so/ writes
Swedenborg, 'it has been granted me to speak with
some who were educated as children in heaven and
had grown up there, I have also spoken with some
when they were children and afterwards with the
same ones when they had become young men, and
from them I have heard the course of their life from
the one age to the other/

Even while growing up with the angels of heaven,
little children have to be taught that all their good-
ness of life is not their own but is a gift to them
from the Lord. In wonderful ways they are shown
how evil they would become if once they ceased
to obey the Lord's commandments. Children on
earth find this out very soon, because in the world
there is so much opportunity to break Divine com-
mandments and to do evil. Swedenborg tells of a
little child who had been born a prince on earth
and who died while quite young. As he grew up
in heaven, he began to suppose that he was entirely
free from evil. He was, therefore, allowed for a
time to live juSt as he would have lived if he had
remained on earth. Quickly there began to appear
in him the love of ruling over others. He became